
STAGE ___________ 
 
 In this way I grew up until I was turned the 
age 11, when an end was put to my happiness in 
the following manner…One day, when all our 
people were gone out to their works as usual and 
only I and my dear sister were left to mind the 
house, two men and a woman got over our walls, 
and in a moment seized us both, and without 
giving us time to cry out or make resistance, they 
stopped our mouths and ran off with us into the 
nearest wood. 
 
 
 
 

Stage_______ 
 
 …I came to a country the inhabitants of 
which differed from us in all those particulars. I 
was very much struck with the difference, 
especially when I came among a people who…ate 
without washing their hands. They cooked also in 
iron pots and had European cutlasses and 
crossbows, which were never known to us, and 
fought with their fists amongst themselves. At 
last I came to a large river, which was covered 
with canoes in which the people appeared to live 
with their household utensils and provisions of 
all kinds. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Stage__________ 

  
 The first object which saluted my eyes when I 
arrived on the coast was the sea, and a slave 
ship which was then riding at anchor and waiting 
for its cargo. These filled me with astonishment, 
which was soon converted into terror when I was 
carried on board. I was immediately handled and 
tossed up to see if I was sound by some of the 
crew, and I was now persuaded that I had gotten 
into a world of bad spirits and that they were 
going to kill me. Their complexions too differing 
so much from ours, their long hair and the 
language they spoke…soon after this, the blacks 
who brought me on board went off, and left me 
abandoned to despair. 
 
 
 

Stage __________ 
 Several of the strangers also shook hands 
with us…and made motions with their hands, 
signifying I suppose we were to go to their 
country; but we did not understand them. At 
last, when the ship had got in all her cargo, 
they made ready with many fearful noises, and we 
were all put under deck so that we could not 
see how they managed the vessel…The 
stench…now that the whole ship’s cargo were 
together became absolutely pestilential. The 
closeness of the place and the heat of the 
climate, added to the number in the ship, which 
was so crowded that each had scarcely room to 
turn himself, almost suffocated us.  

	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  


